Hilton Head, S.C.  
April 17, 1864 

Dear Father, 


I have but a few moments to spare to write but thought I had better let you know that my connection with the Dept. of the South is about being brought to an end.  I have rec'd orders to go north with eight other officers and complement of men.  We sail tonight on the "Northern Light" for Fortress Monroe to join the Army of the Potomac in the coming struggle for the capitol of rebeldom.  Nearly all the white troops are leaving this dept. and some colored troops are being sent to hold these places.  Gen. Gilmore goes with us to command what will be the 10th Corps.  I suppose our operations will be open the Peninsula in Butler's dept. and we will be under the immediate command of Gen. Smith.  I left Folly Island last night and arrived here this morning at day light.  Did not get sick - but anticipate that pleasure on the trip to Fort Monroe.  Our baggage has been cut down and I send you my trunk by Express.  Anything you can use at home you can take but I want my papers official to be preserved.  I like the idea and then I don't like it that we are going north - for we had it so comfortable here that it seemed a pity to be sent into the field to rough it - but then we will see more activity and be nearer civilization.  

This afternoon and while I am writing and within sight of this office, two men deserters are being taken out to be shot to death and all the troops are in attendance by order.  These men were convicted of desertion and after conviction deserted twice and both times were recaptured in the enemy's lines.  Ain't it dreadful? I write you last from this place.  I remained in this neighborhood a week visiting St. Helena, Beaufort and was out at Popes & Jenkin's plantation and at Seabrook where I spent a pleasant day with Chas. Brown QM & Mrs. Brown - saw Will Moorehead there.  At Beaufort saw Geo.  Hill confined to his room by sickness but was just getting about again and recovering.  The weather is lovely but not warm.  I suppose summer is showing itself with you.  I rec'd your letters of the 4th and 6th as also Mary Ann Weaver's cards.  Do not write me again until you hear from me when I will be able to send directions.  With much love to all at home and with the hope that all are well.  



I am your affect. Son, 





Will 


I am glad to know that John is as comfortably situated as he is and hope that it may be so until the expiration of his term of service.  

I send enclosed key to trunk - as the express office is closed today.  I have left five dollars with Mr. Brodie who will pay all expenses and send balance with receipt to you.  
Office of the Signal Officer 
Hilton Head, S.C.  
April 18th 1864
Sir, 


Were we all in civil life - you might very naturally be surprised, if not indignant at what might appear to be an unwarrantable interference in your private affairs - but it so happens that, situated as your good son and myself are at present we are often called upon to do many strange things.  Among them, to write to each others friends, when occasion requires it no matter whether we have ever known these friends or not.  However delicate you at home may be in these matters, circumstances compel us to feel none of it - and we do not therefore hesitate to say to one another when called away to other fields of action - unexpectedly and suddenly - "I have no time to write to my folks at home before I go.  I wish I could do so.  Will you please write them for me?  Tell them where I am going, how I am, and how to address my letters?"  Of course such a request is never refused.  This, I trust, will be sufficient excuse for my troubling you at this time, as I do so at Mr. Clemens request, and having as much genuine respect as I have for him, the task is one of pleasure to me.  Mr. Clemens, in company with eight other signal officers left this department this morning on the steamer "Northern Light" en route to Fortress Munroe.  The order to go north was quite unexpected and as he left almost immediately, he had no opportunity to write home, nor did he know whether he could do so upon his arrival at Fortress Munroe.  He left the following memorandum which I give you as it is written.  "Tell my Father to let me know if he received a check for fifty dollars, which I sent to order of mother" (Signed) "Clemens.  
He was quite well and hearty when he left here.  A going to Fortress Munroe - His address is Head Qrs. 10th Army Corps via Fortress Munroe.  

An acknowledgement of this communication will give me great pleasure.  When you write to Mr. Clemens, I would trouble you to present him my very kindest and heartiest regards.  

With best wishes, sir, for you and yours - I am your very humble servant 






Paul Brodie



1st Lieut. Signal Corps -U.S.A




Hilton Head, S.C.  
To Mr. Chas. W. Clemens

Pottsville 

Sch. Co., Pa.  
On Board Steamer "Northern Light" 

Off Gloucester Point, Va.
April 21, 1864 

Dear Father, 


I wrote you last Sunday from Hilton Head just previous to my leaving for this point.  We went aboard the Steamer on Sunday afternoon and sailed Monday morning.  We had on board the 7th N.H. - 47th & 115th N.Y. Regiments together with our signal detachment in all officers and men about eighteen hundred tons.  The vessel is a first class steamer equal in size and accommodation to the Arago and Fulton and was formerly one of the line of steamers running between New York and Aspinwall.  We, that is the officers, had state rooms and were comfortably fixed but the table was the meanest I ever had the misfortune to sit down to.  It is the rule when going on a voyage of this kind for the officers to be furnished with state rooms and they are then charged a certain sum for board, which in this case was five dollars for the trip and instead of their giving us three meals a day gave us only two and they of the poorest kind.  We left Hilton Head in the face of a storm and we had a very rough passage - and contrary to all my expectations I did not get seasick and am at a loss to account for it.  Heretofore I could not remain on board a steamer when fastened to the dock without feeling the least motion and making me sick, but on this trip I was the most fortunate of individuals for there were but few indeed who were not sick during most of the passage.  Officers who have heretofore never been sick were laid prostrate and the second day out there were but a few who showed themselves at the table - and it was only this morning (Thursday) that the majority made the appearance upon deck.  As I said we had a rough passage and during the second day out we did not make two miles an hour on account of head winds and heavy sea.  The vessel plunged fearfully and it was with the greatest difficulty that one could keep his feet.  As you can imagine we were crowded and all the decks and holds were filled with troops lying around - and when you take into consideration the fact that three fourths were sick you can surmise as to the pleasantness of the voyage.  We left Hilton Head on Monday morning and should have been here Wednesday but the bad weather prevented and we did not arrive at Fortress Monroe until this a.m. when after Gen.  Terry had reported we were ordered to Gloucester Point directly opposite Yorktown on the York River.  The troops have all disembarked with the exception of Gen. Terry and staff and our signal detachment.  We will remain on board until the morning.  I can not tell what is the order of things as yet but all the troops from the 

Dept South who will constitute the 10th army corps, are coming here and will be reorganized preparatory to a move on to Richmond from this point.  I do not think I will have much to do for the present but there is no telling.  I was unable to take all my baggage and I left my trunk at the Head (with five dolls.) to be sent to you by express by Lt. Brodie which I suppose you will get in due time.  

It seems as though we getting nearer civilization now, for we here get a daily mail.  This morning I had the pleasure of reading yesterday's Herald which certainly makes us feel nearer home.  Did you get check for Fifty dolls. which I sent to Mother some time since? Let me know if you rec'd it.  You must excuse this patched up letter as I am writing this in the saloon of the vessel and am writing under considerable difficulty being interrupted almost at every moment.  Give much love to all at home and with the expectation of hearing oftener now from home.  




I am your Affect. Son 






Will 

Direct your letters 

Lt …….

Head Quarters 10th Army Corps 

via Fortress Monroe. Va.
Gloucester Point, Va.
April 25, 1864 

Dear Father, 


There is some irregularity in regard to letters going north from this dept. notwithstanding which I write this with the hope that there is no detention of the mail at Fortress Monroe, all reports to the contrary.  It is not in the least surprising that our letters should be withheld whilst this pre- sent concentration of troops is being made preparatory to a move towards Richmond, which is all probability be made over the same ground made famous by McClellan, namely the Peninsula.  I wrote you last whilst on board the steamer the night before we disembarked which letter I hope you have received ere this.  The next morning after writing we landed and moved to our present camp where contrary to all expectations we are most comfortably located on a high bluff overlooking the York River in both directions and with a fine view of the country on all sides.  We are as I wrote you directly opposite Yorktown - that Yorktown made famous by the surrender of the British forces which terminated the Revolution of '76 and where, as those not having a very high regard for McClellan say he failed to finish the revolution of '61 - but enough if he failed when he should have succeeded let the matter rest and let others make the attempt - and I only hope that Gen. Smith who has been sent here by Grant not only because he is a good soldier but one in whom he (Grant) can feel assured of his ability to handle this large army which is to take part in the coming struggle for capitol of the confederacy will succeed.  I said large army for I believe it is to be a large one, of course we subordinates are not supposed to know, nor can we know, the exact number of our force here - but I may say that it has been estimated by those who can gain some clue to it that it will consist of from fifty to seventy five thousand men.  Only a portion of the troops are here now but they are arriving constantly and if they continue to come in such numbers for a week or more as they have been for the last week, I think the number will nearly reach the highest estimate.  The country back of us for a mile is level as a floor and is now being rapidly covered with tents.  Beyond we have woods and plantations still in good condition with the families still remaining but intensely secest.  This neck of land is situated between the York and I believe what is called the Severn River.  It is the wish of many that we move up from here as no doubt it would be a good country to forage in as I understand our troops have not been through it but it seems to be the general impression that the move will again be made up the Peninsula, the forces on this side crossing at this point - but of course no reliance can be placed upon any suppositions as to our future movements as there are hourly editions of reports etc.  gotten up to suit the wishes of everybody and which we here ,in the army call "choir music" but what we know to be a fact is that immense numbers of troops are being concentrated at this point and they certainly are here for some purpose which time only will explain to the anxious and enquiring minds of all.  But let me here add my wishes and hopes that we may not usher in upon us, with this great labor, the suppression of the rebellion, still before us.  As may be naturally supposed we are in the midst of excitement and bustle, caused by the constant arrival of troops and the drills, inspections, reviews etc. of those who are already encamped.  This afternoon I strolled around amongst the different regiments and witnessed the dress parades of several - which brought so forcibly to my mind the recollections of the times when I was one who took his part in the same exercises and I could not help but congratulate myself that I was in so much better position where I can have so many comforts from which an officer in the line is debarred so great a portion of the time.  The troops here now are comfortably located in good tents, but an order has been issue to turn in all of them and requisitions have already been made for shelter or dogtents for officers and men and that only one team will be allowed to a regiment, thus compelling officers to carryall extra change of clothing on their backs, which seems to indicate that the move when once commenced is to be made as rapidly as possible.  
When we left Hilton Head we brought with us five new wall tents for the officers (nine) and plenty A tents for the men thirty six.  As our good fortune would have it a battery of artillery which was encamped close by us received orders to move the day we arrived and they were compelled to leave behind them an immense quantity of lumber with they had erected their winter quarters for which Gen. Terry gave us an order to take possession of for our own use.  We were not only supplied with sufficient lumber to floor all the tents of officers and men, but with tables, chairs, benches and beds - together with two nice frame houses (one of which we are using for cook and mess house and the other is used by the men for the same purpose) - and good stable accommodations for a hundred horses.  We have already gotten up a very good mess and are living sumptuously in comparison to the officers around us who have, except in very few instances, not brought any cooking utensils with them and who at present are living on just what they can get hold of - not that there is a scarcity of anything to eat but that they are so poorly prepared to render them edible.  There are any number of sutters here well stocked but at prices which you at home even at the present rate of provisions would consider "rather salty" but as price here is of little object only so that the different articles can be obtained you may rest assured that they are doing a thriving business and make much "monish", besides the sutters we have a great many schooners coming here every morning load- ed with fish, which with the exception of shad, are sold very cheap.  The latter retailing for fifty cents a piece.  Oysters are also plenty not very cheap but very fine and large.  A man who has oyster beds promised to bring our mess a barrel in the morning and I anticipate a good feast of them.  Being so near Baltimore and in daily communication with that city we have plenty of eggs and butter but also at villainous prices.  Taking into consideration our present comfortable position I feel satisfied to remain here during the summer but then work is expected from us and we are certainly will to have his picture as well as pictures of all at home - and I shall expect to receive them.  Give much love to Mother, 

Tillie and all the boys - remember me to Eliza.  Also Mr. & Mrs. Jas. Patterson and say to Mrs.  Patterson I was happy to hear that none of her family were in her carriage at the time of the run away.  Write soon and now that I am so much nearer you can write oftener.  I am your Affect.  Son.  





Will 

It is now midnight.  
Gloucester Point, Va.  
April 30, 1864 

Dear Father, 


I have just rec'd your letter of the 25th and was glad to find you had rec'd my letters from this point.  Very unexpectedly one Brigade rec'd orders this afternoon to move and I am ordered to go with it.  The troops are now embarking and I have packed my things in about one tenth of the time which is even allotted to a soldier.  No one knows where we are going and of course there are all kinds of conjectures.  I thought I would write this to let you know of the change.  The rest of the troops are to follow us immediately when the other signal officers will join me.  If you get no letter soon from me, it will be because of no facilities for writing.  

Am glad to hear that John was home again.  What does he expect to do? Go in the ranks? With much love to all & write soon.  





Will 

