actions are accompanied with force and the Commodore receives the same treatment at his hands as the Ensign commanding a tug boat, there is no distinction made with him and he compels each and everyone to perform his duty and if any fail or neglect to perform it, he has no hesitancy about inflicting punishment upon the offender.  I like him and have thus far gotten along admirably with him, as well as all who are with him, and whilst for out country's sake I wish that we may be successful here, I also desire it for the Admiral's sake for I know he has done all in his power to render it a success on his part and the world should know that the Navy during the last expedition did all that could be expected of it and our object would have been accomplished then if it had not been for the (I don't know what) of Butler.  But you can hardly imagine the delight of all here when the news came of his removal and the only regret is that it was not done long ago.  As I said in the beginning of this I am tired and have been on my feet all day, sending & receiving messages and the excitement incident the occasion has almost played me out.  Our firing today was not quite as heavy as before nor was it of so long duration, but it certainly was hot enough for those inside the Fort.  At daylight it commences again and indeed I heartily wish it was over, for it is certainly not one of, the most pleasant amusements to be banging at others and being banged at by them for a whole day through.  I dare not hear what our losses are but they are not heavy.  Again I have to record the bursting of more guns, but not Parrot Rifles as before, but two fifteen inch guns one in: the monitor Sanonicus (?) & the other in the Mahopac.  There were several wounded in each turret, but have heard of none killed.  Several of the vessels were struck but have not heard of the losses, if any.  The troops did not engage the enemy but have taken their positions, preparatory to the assault tomorrow.  You will probably hear news per the papers ere you receive this as letters are generally delayed on the road.  I received your letter of the 9th yesterday whilst at sea, a vessel meeting us, which had just come down from Fortress Monroe with the mail.  I was indeed glad to hear from you as some time had elapsed between your letters and I was also glad to hear that our land out west may prove valuable and turn out good oil territory and sell when a good round sum is offered.  I should indeed like to be able to obtain employment or become interested in some way in that business for I think that it was about time to be able to accumulate something and I would soon leave this service for a lucrative position in civil life and you may depend upon it that if an opportunity is offered I shall avail myself of it without hesitation.  Not that I am dissatisfied where I am, but I think I am losing much valuable time and that if I remain here much longer, I will hardly deem myself fit for any civil pursuits and will of necessity have to remain a soldier for occupation, which is a position that after the war, I do not desire.  

I am exceedingly sorry that John met with such bad treatment at the hands of Mr.  Hughes and I think it strange that after promising so faithfully to give him employment and keeping him so long from seeking any other, that he should have turned him off so suddenly, but we must hope that he may soon obtain an agreeable and profitable situation.  I am enjoying first rate health and have been more kindly treated by the sea lately, having thus far escaped sea sickness, although J must confess that at times I do not feel as though I was on as sure footing as when on dry land and there is at times a slight tendency towards squeamishness, but I begin to feel as though I am being accustomed to the rolling of the ship and will soon get over those early feelings although there are many old officers in the Navy who get sick every time they go to sea. 

I shall close as it is getting late and .I am very tired as I was up nearly all last night and in all probability will be called up during this night to communicate with the Gen. who is ashore. 

I will write you again the first opportunity but our mails for the present will be somewhat irregular.  A steamer leaves tomorrow for the North and I write this to have it ready in time.  

Do not neglect writing to me often and I will write whenever an opportunity offers.  With much love to Mother, Tillie and all the boys and with kind regards to all friends I am you Affectionate son, 




Will 

1 a.m. 14th Jan.

As I predicted, I have been kept busy all night sending messages in regard to movements tomorrow etc.  I shall I suppose, get little rest although I am tired enough.  It is a beautiful night or rather morning bright as day and quite pleasant.  
Will 

Steno Folly Island, S.C.
January 31, 1864 

Dear Father, 


As usual, in order that you may receive a letter from me upon the arrival of each steamer, I write this although I intend not to make it anything but a note to let you know I am still in the land of the living and am in good health.  There is very little going on here of interest and since last writing nothing has transpired of importance.  Though I almost forgot - Gen. Gilmore has moved his Head Quarters to Hilton Head and it seems now as though we here were left “Out in the cold” and all the “importance” which has heretofore been attached to this island has as it were vanished.  His removal of course takes with it all the “heads” of the different departments and instead of this being the place for the transaction of all the business of the dept. and turning great numbers here at all times, thus making a lively appearance and constant show of activity, we now in a turn must go to Hilton Head.  Signal Hd. Qts. have also gone and now my station is the terminus of the line, communicating with the upper end of this island & Morris by electric telegraph.  Lt.  Andrews an old signal officer has been ordered to this point with me.  I can not say how we will get along together for to begin with I don't like his appearance or “looks” if I may call it.  Besides which although he is fully aware of my seniority by virtue of appointment, (He being as all the others only an acting signal off.) yet still he seems unwilling to resign the command of the station to me and feels as though he should be the head.  But “if the court knows itself” and I presume it does, so long as he and I are together there shall be only one in command and it is very probable it won't be he.  He has been in the Corps for two years and is a young man of good education and no doubt 

of very fine family and would be good looking if it were not for the fact that he has a white beard allover his face and looks as though he might be fifty years of age.  He comes well prepared in the way of tents etc. having quite as extensive quarters as a Brigadier.  I may out of courtesy be compelled to mess with him which I regret somewhat as our mess at present is all I can desire.  You may rest assured however that I will have no difficulty with him for as I said he is fully aware of my seniority.  Lt. Town who has been chr. Signal officer in this dept. has been made a Capt. in the Signal Corps U.S.A. and has been relieved of this command & will go north.  Cpt. Clumm now in the north has been ordered to succeed him.  I suppose we may anticipate any number of changes always incident to a change in the command.  Since last writing we have had very disagreable weather raining one day and bitter cold the next.  While I am writing 9 p.m. it is nearly as bright as day out and cold.  I suppose you have had any quantity of sleighing & skating.  I received no letters or papers by this Fulton.  They may however be still at the Head although all the others here have rec'd their mail yesterday.  You must excuse this scrawl as I have written it in about five minutes - not intending in the first place to write much - but merely as I said to let you know I was well.  Give much love to Mother, Tillie and all the boys and with remembrances to all my friends.  




I am your Aff. Son 






Will
" Steno" Folly Island, S.C.  
Feb. 5, 1864 

Dear Tillie, 

To tell the truth now that I have sat down to write, I hardly know what to write about or even how to begin - for the dull monotonous life which we are leading here affords so little matter wherewith to write an interesting letter.  When I last wrote you I believe I told you I had just returned from a visit to Gregg and Wagner and that I would give you particulars in this.  Whilst there I saw much all of which I had intended to write you and give you all the minutest particulars, but now since I have began to attempt it my abilities fail me.  However to begin in the morning about eight o'clock Capt Atwood had the ambulance ready and we started first taking in two others, up -the beach.  It was a lovely morning but a little misty which augured bad for our prospects in seeing Charleston but the clerk of the weather favored us for in a couple of hours it cleared up beautifully.  As I said we started up the beach going about eight miles when we arrived at the north end of this island which as I said before is divided from Morris Island by Light House Inlet.  The ferry boat was then at the dock and we drove immediately aboard to be taken to the other side.  The Capt. of the vessel having found that we had left home without any provision for the inner man immediately had a fine lunch put up for us, and I can assure he rec'd the hearty thanks of the party that day for his kind consideration, for being gone all day you may w811 suppose we needed something to eat but were not thoughtful enough to provide for ourselves.  After landing safely on Morris we again drove up the beach.  Before starting from home we had heard that our batteries were going to open on Sumpter and along the road we could hear the shells whizzing & bursting and we were all the more impatient to get then in order to see the effects on Morris Island is, as this, one bed of sand and is a more forlorn place on acct of the very little shrubbery of any kind.  We arrived first at Fort Wagner where so many valuable lives were lost in the different attempts to take it from the enemy.  The surface of the Country around is, I may say, nothing but & desert and as I stood looking at it & saw .the manner in which our troops worked themselves up to the very walls of the Fort, I was lost in wonderment as to how it was possible for them to do it and how anyone could live in the trenches which our troops threw up to cover themselves.  But they succeeded and threw up those parallels to within fifty feet of the Fort when they made the assault with the success so well known.  The ground in every direction lies strewn with pieces of shell, grape canisters & pieces of iron of all sizes and shapes which were used by the Rebels during that assault.  The Fort since it came into our possession has been beautifully built and mounted with the finest guns we have one and two hundred pounders.  It is certainly a magnificent piece work and will repay anyone to visit it.  The magazines and bomb proof shelters for the men and strongly built & one feels as safe in the latter as at home in Pottsville.  From the parapets of this Fort we could distinctly see, all the batteries as Sullivan's Island, Castle Pinckney, Forts Johnson (the strongest Fort they have) and Simpkins on James Island whilst Sumpter stood up before us as though it were but a few yards from us and the City of Charleston in the distance though magnificently grand and somber in appearance reminded one of the “deserted village” for we could see no one but the sentries on the wharf.  After seeing all in Wagner we went to Gregg about a quarter of a mile further up.  Gregg is a battery mounting six guns and is right on the sea shore at the extreme northern end of Morris Island.  Sumpter lies directly in front of it and certainly does not appear to be more than a hundred yards distant.  It is now nothing more than a mass of ruins, a pile of bricks and mortar, yet the Rebel flag floats from the staff high above the ruins.  Not a man or any sign of living thing could be seen in the fort but if the flag staff would have been shot down I suppose there would have been someone to replace it, which we supposed would occur whilst we were there for many of the shots came so close we hardly thought it was possible to miss it.  It was a beautiful sight standing upon the parapets of Gregg - to view the scenes around - standing with my face to Sumpter I could see Sullivan's Island dotted all along the beach with the summer residences of the Charlestonians and with the immense earthworks looming up the distance and all sides.  On my left lie the City and the Forts on James Island whilst on my right which let out the harbor lie the fleet quietly awaiting, macabre like, for something to turn up.  I could not help but admire the impudence if I may call it, of one little Monitor looking like a cheese box, while being on picket, lie almost under the very walls of Sumpter.  As I said the weather was fine in fact it was hot during the middle of the day and we had a very pleasant time indeed and I saw, that which I desired even since the war began, the locality where the rebellion was opened.  I wish you had been here to go along, but I am afraid you might have felt somewhat uneasy when you saw the rebel's guns pointed at you although they did not fire.  I paid a visit of two days this week to the officer on the station on Kiawah which is the first station from mine.  I had a delightful time but came away satisfied I would not change places with him as there is no one near him but those employed in the Station.  Rather lonesome - don't you think so? But then he is favored in a measure, as Ducks & game of all kinds are in abundance whilst he can gather as many clams and oysters as he wishes.  Clam chowders, oyster patties and Georges' favorite dish, oyster pie are always to be found on the bill of fare.  We have any quantity of oysters and clams here although they are not quite as fine as those lower down the line.  Are you still having cold weather at home? and it is still winter with you? Here we have had little to remind us of the season of the year.  For although we did have some very cold days, yet the weather has been delightful and many days so hot as to make one uncomfortably lazy.  Upon reading papers from the North we can hardly realize that you are having snow storms and rivers frozen over whilst here it is so warm and the air is filled with the music of birds of all kinds that we can not believe but that summer is already upon us.  I sent you last mail some photographs which I think are very poor - did you receive them or the books which I sent to George.  I send him this mail “the woman in white” which you may have read and so have I my reason for sending it.  When you write or have an opportunity to mention to the lady who wrote to you from New York ask her if she rec'd my letter and that I am anxiously awaiting an answer to it.  I send herewith check on Asst. Treas. U.S. for one hundred dollars drawn to Mother's order.  Eighty dolls. for herself and twenty for you.  I rec'd pay for only two months and that is nearly half, accept it as I don’t want it.  I also send enclosed a note which you will divide amongst the boys for their own benefit as I can not give them any small change.  I will keep them in this way in pennies.  Use the money which I send you for your own benefit and to best advantage.  It is not a great deal but all I can spare at present.  I rec'd another lot of papers a few days ago although they were a long time in coming.  I suppose I have received all which have been sent me and hope you have received all my letters.  

Remember me kindly to Sallie Beck and give her my love and ask if she would like a correspondent from this neighborhood and that I would be most happy to write to one who has been as kind friend as she.  Don’t forget Mrs. Jas. Patterson and tell her I often think of her and the children and would have written to her if I had thought there would be no impropriety in so doing.  Give my love to Mrs. Bergman and Eva and to all my lady friends.  Tell Eliza I am living a very easy and I may say lazy life and have had thus far very little to en- counter in the way of hardships.  My health is excellent and am having a good time generally although I would much prefer being nearer home where our mail facilities would be better and could hear oftener from home.  I have waited for mail from N.Y.C. and it has not yet come.  I must send this off now before I get letters from home.



With love to all I am your Affec. Bro.  






Will

Folly Island, S.C 

February 6, 1864 

Dear Father, 


I wrote to Tillie yesterday and intended keeping the letter open until I rec'd news from home but as no steamer arrived from the Head with the mail I was compelled to send It by hand this morning by a person who was going to Port Royal.  However this evening the mail arrived and I rec'd your letter of the 27th and I write this in answer expecting to get It to the Head by a steamer which leaves tonight at twelve o'clock when it will be in time for the next mail north.  The letter which I sent to Tillie contains a draft from pay master Freeman on Asst. Treas. N.Y. for one hundred dollars.  I intended sending it by mail, but the officer to whom I gave it took it to the express office and has returned me the receipt.  There was no necessity for so doing as it might just as well have gone by mail - but there is no harm done and all I hope is that it gets home safely.  As I stated in her letter I send eighty dolls. to Mother and twenty for herself with the other small amount to be divided amongst the boys.  The mail arrived from the north three days ago but they were short of steamers and could not send it here before this evening.  In my previous letters I mentioned that there were strong indications of a move.  Last night the expedition left Hilton Head in vessels destination however unknown.  Over ten thousand men composed the expedition and all kinds of speculations are rife as to the point to be attacked - however in a few days we will hear and know with what success they have been favored.  We have been having splendid weather more like summer than winter.  I believe I wrote of it to Tillie.  Tell Tim I rec'd his valentine for I think he sent one and say to Frank & Tim I can not tell who sent the other but suppose one of them did.  "Mock" has left me and gone home to his parents at Hilton Head but if Tim wants me to bring or send a black boy home who can sing & dance like a good fellow I have such a one now named Cornelius - who is very little bigger than Tim - but quite as bright and more intelligent than any I have seen.  

What a rebuke to the brave Col. to find the very small space allotted to him in the estimation of the government!!!  The very man on whom he has tried to use his influence laughs in his face and coolly puts another star in his shoulder strap by order of the very authorities, with whom the brave Col. thinks he has so much influence.  And then he tries to vent his spleen upon me! Shades of the mighty how ye have fallen!! Never mind he will hear more if he lives long enough for I am not the only one who has the gentleman under consideration and if he has a particular fondness in seeing his name in print, I think he will have his vanity gratified by certain publications which will be scattered broadcast ere long.


I intended writing but a few lines merely to say I had written to Tillie and mention what I had sent.  You can see that I have written this in a very few minutes as I have but little time before the steamer starts.  Hoping to hear soon and all are well at home - I am Affect.  
Love to all.  

Will 

"Steno" Folly Island, S.C.
Feb. 14, 1864
Dear Father, 


I rec'd your letter of the 5th yesterday morning and also one from Mr.  Brown dated the 1st - which you will please acknowledge to him and that I will answer it soon.  I am almost afraid I am too late to get this off by this steamer as the mail left here last night for Hilton Head and there is little certainty of another leaving here in time to catch the first steamer north - however I write this and watch for an opportunity.  


There has been considerable activity in this department for the last couple of weeks.  As I already told you that a great number of troops were being moved from this island and being sent to H.H. preparatory to going on some expedition.  That expedition, as you no doubt have seen by the papers, has left H.H. and have landed at Jacksonville, Florida, from which point a move will be made.  The troops are under the command of Gen. Seymour although Gen. Gilmore has been there most of the time.  Simultaneously with that expedition from four to five thousand infantry with artillery left "steno" and crossed to Kiawah Island marching the whole length of the island without meeting any signs of the enemy until they were about crossing to John's island where they had some pretty severe skirmishing driving the enemy, killing and wounding quite a number and capturing several prisoners.  The first of the rebs whom they met was about two hundred cavalry commanded by a captain who was the owner of the plantation on which they fought.  A chaplain who witnessed the fight said he never saw a braver man and all fought desperately until the Capt. fell dead pierced with half a dozen balls, when the others broke and fled.  We lost a few killed and several wounded who were brought to this point when I saw again the horrors of war but not on so large a scale as in Va. last winter.  The troops have returned, coming back Friday afternoon after accomplishing as they say, all they wanted.  

To show how the enemy is continually and in every particular on the alert and how they take advantage of everything is shown by the following.  In that raid several horses were captured and in a saddle bag on one of them, was found a book containing word for word every message which we sent over the line from day to day.  The book had been kept and the messages read by a signal officer in the Confederate Army who was stationed near our Botany Bay station where he could with ease read all messages sent.  From the different marks of his, we could see what messages he had forwarded to his Comdg. Officers and those to which there was no importance attached he did not send.  The book was nicely kept, and very neatly written.  The Reb officer's name was "Mills" but we could not find out his rank.  Don't you think it a pretty good joke on us? I always felt satisfied that the enemy would take advantage of our high towers and be able to read messages sent them from a great distance.  There are now eight rebel prisoners including a Lt. in the guard house here and a harder looking set of men would be hard to find and I only wonder how it is that these men without a sufficient supply of the necessaries of life and so poorly clad, can hold out against us in the manner in which they have – but I think they can not do so much longer and will be compelled as I said before to give up and acknowledge the superiority of the north - and the power of the government.  A rebel shoe was exhibited here the other day made of heavy pieces of leather roughly sewed together for the tops and nailed on to a wooden sole over an inch thick.  The sole itself had a piece of iron fastened all around it which very like a heavy horse shoe.  I can't say how such a covering for the foot would wear but it certainly would be a load for anyone to carry.  

The weather here has been very mild and pleasant though we have not yet, as you imagine, any vegetables of this years growth - nor is there much likelihood of our getting any here in this locality.  I am sorry to find that certain parties in Pottsville still allow their feelings to overcome their better judgment and stoop to as low and mean actions as in the case of that person of whom you wrote.  I should think that such men should be kindly remembered and the day might come when they will feel ashamed of themselves.  Has that man whom Mrs. P. suspects sent one of his two sons in the Army or will he ever allow them to go and assist the government to which he professes so much loyalty? No! When he does that, others will think him to be what he thinks he is now.  I cannot understand how such men holding such positions in society and who are supposed to possess at least some common sense can act in such a manner.  

I think Tillie was very fortunate to escape serious injury or (might be) burned to death - no doubt she must have been considerably alarmed.  I suppose by this time you have rec'd the money which I sent Mother by express.  No news here and I feel very little in the humor for writing and this no doubt is a rather disconnected affair - but excuse it if necessary.  With much love to Mother & all at home 




I am your affect. son 






Will 

Give my love to Louisa Clemens & remember me to Mrs. Patterson 

I have concluded not to send money in this letter but will send it by express next steamer as I was afraid of losing it if I sent by mail.  I want you to buy the following articles and send me by express taking first the precaution of paying all expenses in order that the box may not be held in any offices for neglect of payment due.  

Good Sack Coat - with staff buttons.  Stokes has my measure but think you might get a better and maybe cheaper one from D. Smith.  If you get Smith to make it let him be sure to make it large enough and fashionable.  To cost from $15. to $20. but he ought to make a good one for the lesser sum.  It must be larger than the measure which Smith has for my uniform coat.  
1 Box (100) paper collars 15 square chockers (good) 
1 hair comb & 1 fine comb 

Castile soap (good) three Ibs.  
white cotton socks, which I left; about ½ dozen 
Bottle Ess. ginger
2 cravats or neckties, narrow & black or dark col.  
2 white pillow cases - about twenty four inches long and twelve in.  wide for pillow which Mother made.  
2 white sheets - size of army blanket - but not quite so wide.  If Mother thinks I ought to have more than two send them.  I think two would be sufficient, don't you? 

1 pr. scissors - small 

11/4 gross Anderson's Solace chewing tobacco good smoking tobacco 

If Mother has a "light & small quilt" send it even though it be a poor one, most anything will do here.  
Gold cord enough for 1 pro pants 

Anything else you may choose to send, but nothing perishable as we have everything to eat here we wish.  

Be sure and get receipt from express co. so that in case the box should get lost you may recover the value and enquire whether after it leaves Pottsville, it will be sent through without detention in New York for any amount which may be due other Express Companies.  
Direct: 
Lt.  W.W.C.  


Signal Corps U.S.A.  


Hilton Head, S.C.  
To Chas. W. Clemens Esq.  
Pottsville, Penna. 
