Signal Camp Instruction Georgetown D.C.  
Oct 26th 1863 

Dear Father, 


It is after 10 o'clock p.m.  and as I am Officer of the day must remain up until after twelve so I thought I might pass away some of the time in writing to you.   On Saturday last I wrote you a short letter stating I had arrived and reported as instructed which you no doubt recd ere this.   I came out to the Camp Saturday towards evening in the midst of a heavy rain.   Upon my arrival I was immediately assigned quarters, but having brought only one blanket I was at a loss to know how I would pass the night but I managed to borrow another and I got through safely.   Today however I got two more from the Quarter M, so I shall be comfortable at least.   Each of us has a separate officer's tent with fine board floors and each furnished with a stove and as much wood as I want.   My quarters are fine.   I have a cot to sleep upon and have wash stand, tables, chairs & everything necessary for comfort.   We have a servant between us who blackens our shoes 'every morning, carries water, and makes up a fresh fire every morning so that we can turn out of our beds into a nice warm room.   All the officers in Camp mess together & there being nine present it makes it a rather pleasant one.  Our table is furnished as well as any in the town of Pottsville and we have a great variety of dishes.  Roasts and all kinds of vegetables for dinner whilst for breakfast and tea we have generally two kinds of meat and always a glass of milk beside your plate.  We have a first rate cook and one could not wish for better living for indeed it would be hard to beat it.  

I must congratulate myself upon my appointment and the more I think of it I feel the more gratified.  In our class which is called the “September Class” there are “six” who constitute the number who have passed the examination out of over "sixty" applicants who were examined by the board before which I had the honor to appear.  Three of our class have just graduated in our best colleges whilst the fourth is a graduate of the best college in Germany besides having been an officer in the Army there, having resigned his position to take part in this rebellion.  The fifth is a man who has just finished his education in the East having just returned from there.  The sixth, I suppose you know who he is.  I have been busy at the “code” studying it at every opportunity and I can assure you it is no small task although I have no doubt but that it is simple enough when once understood.

Our daily exercises are at 8 o'clock a.m.  We take a ride for two hours under the instruction of an officer for that purpose.  At eleven we practice the “telegraph” with the instruments, which is also part of our duty in the field, at four o'clock we have recitations on the Signal Code and at five o'clock, dress parade.  

It is almost impossible to get to Washington even when a necessity and must send for such things as we want, but it is right for it necessary that nothing in the least should interfere with our studies.


This morning was a beautiful one and at eight o'clock we were in our saddles and on the road for Prices' Mills coming home by way of Washington & Georgetown having ridden over eight miles.  I have an excellent horse a sorrel of medium height and a good rider.  I have concluded to keep him and shall do so until ordered away.  Make as little mention of me as possible to the hell-hounds and fanatics of Pottsville for it might revive the feeling against for whilst they might not be able to oust me from my present position yet still they might likely give me trouble.  The longer I stay here the safer I am for they would hardly dare to interfere with me after my having learned the Code.  Even now I have all the instruction concerning it in my pocket.  However I do not suspect any interference and feel contented I can retain my position for there is not a man living who can swear that I ever said or did one thing which would warrant them to do as they wished.  But enough- say nothing about me at present and I am satisfied that all will blow over soon if it has not already done so.  Hoping to hear soon from you and with much love to all at home.           I am your Affec.  Son 






Will 

Signal Camp Georgetown D.C.  
Nov 2, 1863 

Dear Father, 


 I rec’d your letter a few days ago concerning a “descriptive list” of a man named Zane, as you have discovered I had no such man in my company and shall write to the parties to that effect.  I have again become pretty well accustomed to camp life although we here are endowed with more comforts than those in the field, as usual, the change of living and particularly the change of water has had its effects upon me.  During the past week I have been suffering with a severe cold in my head, my “game ear” as I call it being very sore and painful whilst I have had another huge boil on my face.  I am now much better but by no means well and have still a great deal of pain on the right side 

of my head and in my right ear.  As I said it is always the case incident to a change in my mode of living that these sundry ills and troubles take place, and they have almost uninterrupted good health afterward.  I did not get my uniform until last Friday and was not a little worried at the delay for whilst all in camp were fully equipped I was merely a citizen amongst them.  My uniform is a good one and suits elegantly I purchased a sabre at the arsenal and am now ready for any duty.  We are progressing slowly in the code and exercise daily with: the flags.  We officers generally pair off standing about five hundred yards apart and then communicate with each other.  Although we have the alphabet committed to memory and know the signs and motions requisite to make each one and can form them ourselves very quickly yet we find it difficult to read their motions with the same facility; but it only requires time and practice to accomplish all.  We expect in a week or so to be stationed on some of the most prominent points in this neighborhood, distant from each other, six or seven miles and then with the aid of glasses communicate one with the other.  Just imagine the subscriber on the dome of the Capitol signaling to his friend on the hill top back of our camp!!!  It being a distance of about seven miles al- though when looking at the Capitol from here, the building being so large, it does not appear more than half that distance.  I was in the City all day yesterday although 

I felt anything but comfortable as my face pained me considerably.  It was a lovely day, as is today, and the streets as usual were filled with people promenading.  For as you can judge during these times Washington is crowded with strangers and soldiers.  I met young Peter Keyser in the street.  He is clerking in one of the depts here and I thought he looked a little on the "seedy order".  

From what I can Understand here there is a probability when I am ordered from here, that I may be compelled to take little or no baggage with me according to the station to which I may be ordered, as was the last class in which Carpenter is, they being obliged to leave all their things behind in camp where they are taken care of until such time as they may send for them.  Therefore I want you to have that leather hand trunk fixed up, have straps put on it and send it to me.  If you can get the rim of my watch fixed do so and send it also as I stand very much in need of it.  I wish you could buy a silk sash for me in Pottsville, you might possibly be able to buy a good second hand one cheaper than a new one which would answer the same purpose.  If not let Joe Paullen Baggage Master on the Ridge Rd. purchase one for me in the city.  A year ago a very fine one could be bought for ten or twelve dollars.  If you get him to purchase one let him also go to Eisenbrey's corner of  5th & race and get me two out-side woolen shirts, the same as I brought with me from Phila – costing $3.25 each.  One of the drab and one darker color.  Also get Fred Foster to make me a pair of boots immediately – double soles and double uppers high in the legs, in fact a regular Cavalry boot.  Let him make them over my last measure only that they must be much larger and longer than the fine ones he made me because I am now wearing thick woolen stockings and I want the boots for comfort.  I want the tops made so that I can cover my knees or at least the front part.  However he ought to know what I want.  Let him read the description.  I want also all the letters and papers which were in the valise at the time I left home sent with it.  Attend to these requests immediately so that I may receive the things as soon as possible.  See if you can't buy me a sash in Pottsville enquire amongst some of those who have been in the service and maybe someone would be willing to sell his sash.  I think you will find in the Farmers Bk, one hundred & five dolls. to my credit and I send you a chk. to draw it.  Use the money to pay for what I want and reserve some for yourself if you need it and send the balance to me in the valise.  Direct by Express to W.W.C. Signal Camp, Georgetown D.C.  I have no revenue stamp; put one on and put my initials W.W.C. on yourself.  Write me immediately of the receipt of this.  11/2/63.  Also send me occasionally a Phila. paper as I do not know what is going on.  With much love to Mother & all.  I am you affec. son 






Will 


See first if the above amount is what stands to my credit, however I think it is correct.  Tell Mr. Foster I will send him the money for my other boots very soon but pay him for the new ones.  





Will 

Get me a couple of quires of good letter paper and some envelopes at Garrigrees.  
Signal Camp Georgetown D.C 
November 6th 1863
Dear Father, 

I have just this moment 10 a.m. recd your letter of yesterday and although loaded down with work and study now before me on my desk, I must lay it aside for a few moments to write this.  If you think that the sash is worth $12. and that it is not spoiled, pay that amount for it, if you can not get it for less.  Sashes (silk) are certainly very high in price, whether they are worth it or not, and I think it would be better for you to purchase that one of Capt. Smith than to run the risk of getting one from the city.  In addition to what I have requested to be sent, you may send me - one or two good razors, soap, brush, strap etc, a box of seidlitz powders, about 50 paper collars ( the best kind) square chokers, 15 in size, a pair of slippers, not very heavy, but light and not very large - get them at Foster's two pair of good woolen socks.  There may be other things I need but I can not think of them at present.  I have been very unwell ever since I have been in camp and have suffered a great deal of pain - in my right ear - earache all the time without any cessation; last night I applied a hot linseed poultice and laudanum and I feel much better today al- though far from being free from pain.  In addition to which I 'am still troubled with boils on my body but hope in a few days to be all right again.  You need give yourselves no uneasiness for although I feel anything but like myself, I am still comfortably located and am as snugly situated as though I were at home.  I had fully intended to write to Charly Bennet long before this, but having so much to do and being so unwell it was deferred.  I will however, in a few days write to him.  Then you next write give me John's directions and I will write to him.  They are certainly having a very rough time.  I see by the papers Hooker has been trying to immortalize him again but not so extensively as at Chancellersville and that Geary and all his staff have been captured, rather mortifying I should think to them..  I can not say how long we will remain here but all think for some time yet as we certainly are unfit for the field as yet.  I think in all probability we will be here a month or more, but no one knows as there may be call at any moment for Signal officers when we will have to jump without much ceremony in preparation.  The weather has been delicious (if I may use the expression) during the past week.  In fact just like the beginning of summer.  This morn however it is very windy and my old tent rattles as though it would come down every minute.  Will has not been to se me yet.  With much love to Mother & all at home.  





I am you aff. Son
Will 

Signal Camp Georgetown D.C.  
Sunday eve.  Nov.  16th 1863 

Dear Father, 


I received your letter of the 12th as also the valise containing all you mentioned as having been sent.  The boots might have been made somewhat smaller and thereby would have been again to the maker of so much leather for there is certainly a superabundance of it in this pair.  It seems strange that Pottsville is so much behind the rest of the world in fashion for Mr.  Foster certainly has trade enough to warrant his adhering to style even though it may not please some and here instead of making these square toed and somewhat hearer the measure which was taken from my foot he makes a regular miner shape and miner size - however I shall make them answer my purpose and just imagine that they are all o.k.  They are certainly a good serviceable pair of boots and will serve capitally in the field.  The sash is a fine one and if all silk is cheap at the price you gave for it.  I shaved myself this morning with the razor sent and you may rest assured it was rather a pulling affair as I think I am a most miserable hand at that kind of work.  The rest of the things were altogether satisfactory.  The watch is very acceptable as it is absolutely necessary for one in my position to have one.  

The money was all right.  I hardly know what to write about - oh - I almost forgot.  When I spoke of sending me the papers etc. which were in the valise I was under the impression that there was another batch of letters and some photographs in it which were, the very articles I wanted and not those which 1, rec'd and as there was nothing of interest in those you sent I destroyed them at once.  Have those things not been discovered in my drawer and if so why were they not sent? It is too bad to have all my correspondence lying about for everybody's criticism and perusal!!!! 

Last evening it commenced raining and we had a very heavy storm of wind and rain continuing until nine o'clock 'this morning when it almost in an instant stopped and cleared up beautifully but colder, where upon I had my horse saddled and went to the city for a few hours.  As I was coming up the avenue I met Mr.  Fred Foster who was hurrying to the depot I had but a moment’s conversation with him.  He came from Balt. yesterday and was going there this evening, his wife being there.  I also saw Hartz and Dan Christ and both agree in saying there is not place like old Pottsville after all.  

We are being kept very busy indeed during the past week and expect it will be so until we are ordered from here.  Every morning we are divided into three parties and establish three stations, one at the camp being the central or repeating station and the others about four miles off on either side.  The distant stations communication, through the central station with each other.  One day this week we had a station across the East Branch about seven miles distant but were unable to communicate on acc't of the heavy fog which hung over the river all day although we in camp saw those on that station yet they could not see us.  We are beginning to read the motions of the flag quite easily and are only bothered when we can hardly see the flag on account of the changes in the atmosphere.  Sometimes, when at a considerable distance, the flag appears just like a black speck upon the horizon and although a circle of over twenty four feet in diameter is made by the flag it will appear to an- other station as though it were but that many inches.  We are however assisted by very good marine and field glasses which are furnished to each officer by the government.  Next week we will establish a station on the dome of the Capitol for practice.  Major Nicodemus who was in command of the Camp left us on Friday to take charge of the office in the city and Lt.  Thayer who was on the examining board has taken his place.  We all regretted exceedingly that the Major should leave us for he was much liked by all.  Mr. Thayer however is a very fine man and no doubt-it will be just as pleasant for all.  

I expect to write to John in a very few days.  I think they have been having rather a singular as well rough time in East Tennessee and from what I can understand are 

not altogether in the safest position, but we must hope for the best.  I am exceedingly sorry to hear that Mother and Charley were sick and hope by this time they are again about and entirely well.  I rec'd cards (from Miss Eva B.  I think) of rates and imagine you will acknowledge the receipt of them.  

With much live to Mother, Tillie and all the boys and remember me to Eliza.  I am your Affec.  Son 





Will 

Tell Tim to take good care of Dick.  
Signal Camp Georgetown D.C.  
November 18th 1863 

Dear Father 


I have very little material wherewith to build a letter, but I thought I would write to you even though it were but a very few lines.  Things are moving on as usual here in camp the usual routine of duty must be gone through daily and we are slowly perfecting ourselves for the more important duties for which we have been appointed.  This morning we had a delightful ride into the country and as I have a fine animal I am always anxious for those little trips.  This morning Pres. Carpenter and three other officers returned to camp from the Army of the Potomac, perhaps I told you the last class was ordered to the front rather prematurely at the request of Genl Meade for more signal officers, but after over six weeks of idleness this portion has been ordered back again, there being nothing for them to do.  They are here of course subject to orders to any part of the States.  This afternoon Maj. Nicodemus was in camp and he told Mr. Thayer that in a few days an order would come for four officers who were to go into the field somewhere not yet designated.  Mr. Thayer told me I was to be one of the four and that he expects the order day after tomorrow.  It may not come however, but from present appearances it is altogether probable.  I am myself somewhat anxious to know our destination but of course can have no idea.  I would not mind going to Texas or New Orleans for the winter, but almost any where but the Army of the Potomac.  I think it is very likely we will be sent to the Army of the Southwest.  I shall write you immediately upon the receipt of orders.  

Will Vonte was again in the city but I did not get to see him.  It is queer he did not come out to see me as our Camp is so easy of access.  I wrote you upon the receipt of the valise, which letter I suppose you have rec'd.  With much live to Mother and all and with the hope you are all well I am you aff. son







Will 

Write soon & remember me to the Conrads and tell Mrs. Conrad I think I will forget all my German here in the Army.  
Signal Camp Georgetown D.C.

November 22, 1863 

Dear Father, 


I rec'd your letter dated only yesterday this morning & of course was glad to hear from home again.  I was reminded upon looking at the date of it that it was my birthday which significant fact had never occurred to me and I can now hardly realize that such is the fact, that another year has again passed away and that my position and circumstances in life are no further advanced than one year ago.  But enough I have started on my twenty sixth year and to tell the truth I really began to feel old. 

I had supposed to have surprised you last evening by popping in upon you and remaining with you a few days but on the contrary I am still in Camp although I may still may have that pleasure soon.  On last Thursday (of which I wrote you) it was supposed four of us would be ordered away, but where no one knew and many were the conjectures as to our destination.  I was spoken of as one who would have to take up his bed and walk.  Later in the day an order was sent from the Signal office to the War dept. for approval.  The order made a change in the persons to be sent but I was still named as one.  To come to the point we are ordered to report at South Carolina to the chief signal officer.  We had expected to have the order approved as early as last Friday but there is such a pressure of business at the War dept that it has not up to this time been reached.  We are h01Never expecting them every hour and have our things ready so as to move at a moments notice.  From what we have been able to learn the Steamship Arago sails from New York on Wednesday next and '1 thought, had we received our orders yesterday or the day before I would curl up to Pottsville for a day or two.  Our only hope is not that our orders will not come until too late for the next Steamer when we will be obliged to wait until the one after that which will give us a few days to ourselves.  If the orders come tomorrow, as they may, I will be unable .to get home but will have to proceed immediately to New York which fact I regret as I want to purchase some things for mess etc from which I may be prevented from want of time.  

All here seem to think we have been fortunate to have been ordered to the Dept of South Carolina as they say it is a delightful place and a good one for signal officers.  At any rate this is a fine time of the year to go there and we hope to have become acclimated by the time the warm weather comes again.  To what duties or kind of duty we will be put is uncertain we may have land service or we may be ordered aboard a gun boat just as it happens.  It matters little to me where I go so long as I am in good health.  I am myself delighted at our destination and am thankful I was not ordered to the Army of the Potomac of which I have long since had a surfeit.  If.1 am ordered away without being able to get home I will certainly write to you either from here or from N.  York and you do not write until I tell you for I don't know when I would get your letters. Do not say anything in town about my going until I am either off or say so myself in Pottsville.  
This is a lovely night and as bright as day out and I hope will have as fine weather on our trip to Charlestown, for it certainly must be lovely at sea during such moon- light as we are now having.  With much love to Mother, Tillie and all the boys and with the hope that you are all satisfied with the order south.  I am your Affect. son 







Will 

