Camp near Falmouth, Va. 
April 18th 1863 

Dear Father, 


Tho Sutter of the Regiment leaves for Washington tomorrow morning and concluded to send my money with him to be expressed from there home.  I rec'd two hundred and forty dollars pay which was not enough, the government still owing me difference between pay of Capt and 1 Lt for fifteen days.  It will be accounted for next pay, and I send you "two hundred and thirty dollars" ($230) which you may deposit with the other.  I would have given you a certain portion but thought I would say that should you want any of it you might take it.  However it would be necessary for me to retain some in case I should meet with any accident when you could use it for my benefit. But if you want any of it, take it and use it.  We are still in the old camp and our regiment has returned from picket.  Our eight days rations are still kept up and the indications are still such as to lead us to believe that a general move is intended.  I mentioned in a former letter that all the cavalry had broken camp and left for somewhere and that the ninety first Regiment P.V. of our Brigade had left last Monday.  The 91st with other troops but not many, are at United States Ford about ten miles up the river apparently guarding the ford. Every day there is a small detail of men from our Brigade, who go with the teams, as guard to take their day's ration to the boys.  This evening when the detail returned to camp they brought with them two fine looking men rebels, from the 6th Virginia who deserted to our lines this morning by swimming the river, one of them nearly drowning in the attempt.  Their clothing was good and as I said were fine looking fellows, but they gave a very doleful account of affairs in the rebel army, that they were not half fed and assert that if they were put on a long march could not hold out – and that thousands would desert if they only had the chance. Our boys are on the bank this side of the river at the ford and are having a gay time in conversation with the Rebels on the other side.  Those who have been up at the ford say that the rebels can be seen all along the river but a few yards distant from each other, fishing, which may be sport with some and a necessity with others, whilst in the background heavy forces of the enemy can be seen hard at work throwing up their great strength, the breastworks for miles.  These deserters say they had expected an attack for the last eight days and have been fortifying themselves accordingly and that now they are able to resist an attack from far superior forces.  But the question is, are we going to cross the river again in the face of their fortifications, are we going to try and draw them from them to meet them at an equal advantage by a move in another direction or are we going to move at all? As I said however there are every indication of move but no one can conjecture as to the manner or plan on which it is to be conducted.  Tis true our time is short yet still a great deal can be done in even that time and sometimes think that the government will in all probability try to get as much service out of the Nine Months' Men as they can before their term of service expires. But then the question has arisen more than once as to whether the reliance and confidence can be placed in these men at the present time, is so great a measure as before – because many seem to think that they should not be pushed forward now, their time being so near an end – but I think when the order comes to move and we are ordered into an engagement the men will do as well as at any previous time, for my part I think my ser- vice is due the government to the last minute and until that time will perform my part as well as ever. 


I received a letter this afternoon from Tillie dated 15th and was pleased to hear from her it being the first from her since she is in the city.  She speaks of George coming there the next day and that she would go to Aunt Amanda's again and remain with him. Her letter was directed from Mrs. Hortons where she was then staying. I suppose no doubt she has been enjoying herself and I hope that George may also have a pleasant time and no doubt he will for at this season of the year there is so much to be seen. Tillie speaks of the death of Will Wayne sister of Sallie Wayne whom I visited whilst in the city. It must have been a sad loss for them for they spoke so highly of him whilst I was there. He was Sergeant Major of the Anderson Cavalry and came home sick with typhoid fever and died within a week after his arrival there. I saw a notice of his death in the paper before Tillie wrote. 


I caught a slight cold a few days since and have somewhat of a cough which is rather annoying. My health generally is very good and am gaining in flesh, weighing heavier than I ever did. 


I am afraid our mess will not fare so well from this out as the Brigade Commissary has quit selling and the bakeries have been torn down which will throw us again on hard tack and fat pork, but I think we can manage to get along well enough as we have not yet forgotten how to eat those things. 


It is now getting late and I am getting spun out so I shall bring this to a close. Give much love to Mother and all the boys. You may take ten dolls. of my money and have a photograph taken of all of them as well as of Mother and yourself. They will cost a dollar for four ___________.  You need not send them to me but retain them and if I wish them will write for them. I send you also a picture each of Gen’1 Hooker and Gen'l Tyler Comd'g our Brigade, they are both good likenesses. I would have sent one of Gen'l Humphreys but they were all sold. I expect to get one before long. 


I think I forgot to mention that Cols. Frick & Armstrong are again with the Regt. With much love to all and hoping to hear very soon from you. 




I am your af'f'ect. Son 





Will 

Camp near Falmouth, Va.
April 2J, 1863
Dear Father, 


I rec'd your letter of last Sunday this afternoon & I now hasten to answer it although the mail closes in a very short time.  As you see and as you supposed we are still in our old camp with less signs of moving than formerly, although I have not given up the idea that we will again be shoved forward.  Our Regiment in picket starting this morning.  I am again in camp, the two Lieuts. going out with the company. I did not feel very well and could not risk lying out in such weather, as it was raining hard when they started and continued nearly all day whilst tonight it is dark and cloudy threatening rain every minute.  They are having a horrid time of it as there is so little protection from the weather when on duty on the outposts.  The 91st Regiment of our Brigade which has been on guard at the forts ten and fourteen miles up the river, came back to camp tonight having been relieved by another regiment of our division.  They had a lively time of it, in conversation with the rebs and were no doubt in great danger as they could have been all taken at any moment. Four men – two from our regiment were taken prisoners, the rebs coming across the river and capturing them whilst on post.  This rain has again put the roads in a miserable condition.  Those who came in from the fords tonight, say the mud is awful and all the little streams which cross the roads and whilst in ordinary times are hardly a foot deep are now waist deep whilst the river is swollen very much. Lo General Hooker if he intends a move, will have to wait a day or two again. There has been a general order read to every company in the service, in reference to reenlistments which refers to the nine months and two years given, stating in what manner it is to be done and granting thirty days furlough after their present time expires etc. and all were questioned as to whether they would reenlist or not. When our regiment was questioned not a man responded aye. But that does not signify that these men will not again come into the service but they want to go home at the expiration of their time free and unfettered and then reenlist at their own pleasure. No doubt two thirds of our regiment will reenlist. It seems strange it takes so long for my letters to reach you as yours come to hand in three days. I wrote to John sometime since but rec'd no answer. Will write again soon. I sent you by express on last Monday from Washington two hundred and thirty dollars which I suppose you have rec'd ere this. We have good news generally in todays pap- ers and hope it may be true. With much love to Mother & all.  I am your Affect. son 

Will 

Excuse haste. 

Camp near Falmouth, Va.
April 24th 1863 

Dear Tillie,

I should have written to you long ere this but we have been kept so continually on the alert and making preparations for a move, that it has been deferred until the present time. For the last three weeks we have been expecting to move at a moments notice but as yet we are still in our old camp. Surplus baggage has long since been sent away, transportation reduced and the men have eight days rations at all times on hand, thus making a pack mule of every man but I am afraid that Gen'l Hooker will not move as rapidly as he may wish, when everyone is loaded down with rations as they now are. Over two weeks ago all the cavalry in this department broke camp and left for some point up the river, to make a grand raid into the enemy's country, preparatory to an advance of our whole army. They arrived some thirty miles above us, when a very heavy rain set in which deterred them from accomplishing their object – during the meantime were in one continued suspense not knowing what minute we would push on. One Regiment of our Brigade started shortly after the cavalry and was posted at the United States ford fourteen miles up the river, as a picket guard at that point. When they arrived at the ford the Rebels were on the opposite side of the river playing ball, but when they spied our boys, they dropped their game and immediately formed their lines of battle, expecting we would attempt a crossing, finding however that that was not our object on coming to the banks of the river, entered into a lively conversation with our boys. They know, and it seems singular it is so, all our movements and said they were prepared for us and would give us a warm reception when we visited them. They even asked our boys how they liked to carry eight days rations and said Burny had supplied them with clothes and hoped Hooker would come over and supply them with rations as they were very hard up for the latter – which is the case they being now, without doubt, fed on less than half rations. Last Saturday two of a North Carolina Regt. deserted and swimming the river came into our lines.  They were fine looking fellows pretty well clothed but they said they were tired of the Confederacy as well as thousands more who would also desert if an opportunity was offered, that the rebel army was only half fed and many were becoming disgusted with the leaders of the rebel lion. The Regt. spoken of returned to Camp last night having been relieved by another Regt. of our Division. They lost four men taken prisoner whilst in post having been surprised by a party which came over the river, surrounding them and capturing them before they could give the alarm. The surgeon of the Regt. a German from Phila, was also taken but they let him off, satisfied with his horse and accoutrements, telling him if he wished to get his horse again he should call upon Gen'l Lee just across the river and he no doubt would return it to him over the left. 


What Gen'l Hooker intends to do is a mystery and all kinds of rumors are afloat as to the points to be attacked, whilst many are now under the impression that there will not 

be a general advance of this army for some time – but I think that we will move and that the Gov't will try to get as much use of us two years and nine months time as they can - 

but on the other hand the question arises can that same reliance and confidence be placed in these men when the shortness of the time they have yet to serve is taken into consideration and will they go as willingly as before into another engagement? The term of service of many regiments will expire from the 1st of May on to the middle of the month – and this is now the 24th April leaving but few days they have yet to serve and I have heard many that even should they not absolutely refuse to move forward, would manage to skulk out of it some how. I do not know how many regiments go home in May but it is a great many and will weaken the army of the Potomac (old name) considerably. For my part and as far as I am concerned, I think my service is due the Gov't up to the last minute and will perform my part willingly and faithfully up to that time, but after that – I want transportation to old Schuylkill, there to wait until I am again filled up with patriotism to such a degree that it will again be necessary to serve in the army, to work it off. For I tell you honestly that a few months service in the field and one engagement is sufficient to cool the ardor of a great many the majority - and the old songs concerning the "stars and stripes", "the home of the Free" etc. have not the same effect here upon one as at home in fact here we can't see it and can not cry as lustily as the home guards "go on with the war" - but if we are only spared we expect to join in the heavy chorus, in a few weeks and we will shout as loudly as any at the inactivity of the army etc. Another very heavy rain set in yesterday morning and is still raining hard today. The roads are again in miserable condition and all the streams are rising rapidly whilst the Rappahonnock is very high, so if Gen'l Hooker will move he must wait a few more days. Our Regt. is now on picket and are having a sorry time of it, as there is little or no protection from the weather whilst on outpost duty. I did not go with them as I did not feel very well and rather run any risks lying out in such weather concluded to remain in camp - and I am glad I did.  I am not unwell, but did have a slight cold which would not be assisted any by lying out soaking wet for three or four days. At present I feel first rate. I rec'd a letter from Father last evening, all well at home - and that George is now in the city. I hope you will try and make his visit a pleasant one. Give my love to Aunt Amanda Sally Wayne and all my cousins. Write soon and with much love 



I am your Affec Bro 




Will 

Camp near Falmouth Va. 

April 26th 1863 

Dear Father 


I shall write but a short letter, as there is little or nothing to write about. Still in the old camp and cannot say when we will leave it. There is nothing by which we might form a judgment as to the future movements of the Army. One moment it appears as though we would move almost immediately and then again it seems that we will remain here until our time is up - which is certainly coming near, this being the 26th April and many of the companies will have served nine months in fact all from the 10th to the 15th May.  Our Regiment will be mustered out of service when the time of the last company expires. The feeling of the men generally is averse to being again put into action and I, as well as many others, think it would not be of great benefit for the Gov't if it is done. For at present over two thirds of men now composing the nine months reg't say they intend reenlisting, but if thrust into an engagement at this late day they will not only in all probability lose their present good names, but the recollections of the hardships and privations of a soldier will be so vivid in their memory, that their minds, as regards reenlistment, will be materially changed and I think that were the matter fairly considered we would not be pushed in the heat of an engagement now, but be allowed to go home and by the reenlistment of a portion of the men now in service the government would have good and effective men from the organization of the Regts and could perform more service and be of greater benefit than all will at the present time. However "let it slide" and time will show what will be the consequences, whether in a move or otherwise. 


The weather has again become fine, but not as warm as it was a week or so ago. The roads in our immediate neighborhood are in fine condition but I understand a few miles above as they are hardly passable.  As I said in a former letter the Rebs know all our orders and plans even before we – one method by which they obtained news for sometime past was discovered the other day. They had a submarine telegraph across the river at Falmouth leading into a basement of a house in the latter place.  Is it any wonder that all our movements are frustrated. 


Give one of my photographs to Elize and one to Miss Sallie Clayton.  With much love to all and hoping to hear soon   I am your Af'fec. Son 

Will 

Did you receive my money by express.  Excuse this letter as it was written in a very great hurry.

Lexington, Ky. 

June 7th, 1863 

Dear Brother, 


Yesterday morning Mr. Bosbyshell handed me your letter, I was both surprised and much pleased to hear from you, - glad to find you had escaped from the late battles on the Rappahannock.  Father in his last letter gave me an account of your arrjval.  I wonder you did not march through Pottsville with your company, perhaps it was best you did not, as I see by the Journal that very few democrats “were allowed” to join in the reception.  Soldiers had better return home quietly – without any reception, than be received exclusively by one political party.  All soldiers are not of one party.  You did not make much of a stay in Phila. but while you were there you no doubt had a pleasant time, I am glad Tillie is enjoying herself, she always does when she goes to the city.  How very fortunate our Regt. has been, not to be moved from here, the 9th Army Corps have left Kentucky and gone to reinforce Gen. Grant at Vixburg, Four Regts of the Corps have been temporarily detached, for provost duty in Ky.  We are one of the four. Our station is to be Lexington. How long a time we are to remain here I of course am unable to say, yet I th1nk there 1S no doubt but we will remain here all summer. The citizens here are much pleased with us, and- that is a good sign that we do our duty.  I am glad we were left behind.  Vixburg is the last place in the whole south I would wish to go.


We are expecting our old band on every day, I wonder they don't come.  If they don't come soon so we won't have them come at all.  We are going to give them $25. dollars a month clothes and board, and the leader $50. dols.  We will pay them out of the company and Regimental funds so you see the pay of the soldiers will not be taxed for their support.  Capt. Bosbyshell starts for home Monday on a thirty day leave. He is to be married before he returns.  We were payed last Friday, two months up to the 1st June. This is a pleasant city, and a fine country all around. I would not care to stay here until our term of service expires.  I am stationed in the city with the Col.  The Regt is just on the edge of town. I am having gay times, little to do good horses to ride, and 8 first rate boarding house.  Our stay here is more to me like a visit of pleasure than soldiering. Your Regt. saw some pretty ruff times for the short time you were in the service, but whenever it was called upon it done its duty faithfully.  Schuyl County may well be proud of you. Don't forget the Blouse "I sold you, but never received the Rind”   Please remit the amount sometime by mail when you feel "flush". Don't think hard of me, for the dun as money in a city is always acceptable. Hoping you are all well, and with much love to all at home, hoping I'll soon hear from you.  I remain your Affect. Brother. 

John 

Pottsville 
June 10th 1863 

Dear Tillie, 

I received your letter of Sunday last this morning and was pleased to hear from you as your letters are so few and far between, that it is almost a treat to receive one from you. Enclosed herewith you will find ten dollars which I presume will be sufficient for present purposes. In regard to the dress which you want Mother to send you, I can only say, that the material was ready to be made up at any time and if you had answered Father's letter which he wrote to you a couple of weeks ago and stated that you wanted it, it would have been ready now for you; but Mother says that at present she can not get a dress maker "for love nor money", consequently you will have to get along without it now. I thought I had told you that I had taken dinner with Sallie W. – as well as the number of times I had visited her. If I did not, no matter, but suffice it to say, I had that extreme pleasure – notwithstanding you were ignorant of the fact. We are all well at home and send much love to you and all. I see by the papers that the 9th Corps has been ordered from Kentucky to Vicksburg and I suppose the 48th is by this time on the road to the support of Gen'l Grant now beseiging the Rebels at that place. I wonder how John likes the idea of leaving the good comfortable quarters they have been enjoying at Lexington?  From the first, I did not think they would remain there long as "orders to move" come very unexpectedly in the Army, without much consideration for private interests or comforts. Tell Sallie B. I could not find in your letter what she sent me, but hope to receive it when she returns home.  My love to her.  Remember me to Sallie and Annie Wayne and give my love to them. As also Aunt Amanda and all the girls out Green Ln. Tell Louisa that I was glad to hear that she has become an l\.untie.  With love to Kate, Gerty and kind remembrances to Mr. Mc Neely. I am your Affec Bro. 






Will 

"Be a good Girl" 

Continental Hotel 
Philadelphia 

Oct. 23rd 1863 

Dear Father, 


Upon my arrival in the city I called at Chas Stoke's to see about my clothes and found they had sent them to the Express Office this afternoon and we immediately went to the office to get them but they had been already sent to the depot and they can not be gotten out of the cars until tomorrow when Mr. Tayler will get them and Express them on to Washington so that I shall be able to get them on Monday next. I got my overcoat at the American Hotel but could not get the shirts as they knew nothing about it. It is now raining; will leave in one half hour. Yours affec.. 





Will 

Washington 

Oct 24th 1863
Dear Father, 


I arrived safely here although it took us nearly eleven hours to come from Phila. Instead of arriving here at 6 this morning it was nearly 11. After getting my breakfast 

I went out to the signal camp and reported myself for duty. I was very kindly received by the officers who examined me and in answer to my enquiry as to when I should be ready for duty, said, I might have as much time as I wanted but they would rather that I would come to the camp immediately in order that I might not be behind my class, so this afternoon I shall take up my residence again in the field., The Major comd'g said he would have quarters prepared for me so that I could go on immediately with my studies, and that I would mess with him which is I think a general mess of the officers present. I hardly know how I shall get along without blankets but I think I can manage to get along until I find out what I absolutely want.  It rained when we left Phila. and is still, and Washington is again one immense quagmire. To tell the truth the mud is over a foot deep on the road between Georgetown and the camp whilst in the city everything looks dirty enough. I shall write you immediately or soon after I am located at the Camp. With much love to all I am your affec. son 




Will 

